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PHS SCHOOL VISION: Empowering Students to Become Productive Members of a Global Community

PHS SCHOOL MISSION: Modeling and Developing Intellectual, Physical and Emotional Behaviors that Lead to Success for All

KEY ACTIONS: 

· Increase the Graduation Rate

· Increase rigor and student engagement (Project-based learning environment)

· Increase community and parental involvement

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The Physics curriculum is designed to continue student investigations of the physical sciences that began in grades K-8 and provide students the necessary skills to be proficient in physics. This curriculum covers more abstract concepts including, interactions of matter and energy, velocity, acceleration, force, energy, momentum, and charge. Students investigate physics concepts through experience in laboratories and fieldwork using the processes of inquiry.
KEY STANDARDS: 

SP1. Students will analyze the relationships between force, mass, gravity, and the motion of objects. 
SP2. Students will evaluate the significance of energy in understanding the structure of matter and the universe. 
SP3. Students will evaluate the forms and transformations of energy. 
SP4. Students will analyze the properties and applications of waves. 
SP5. Students will evaluate relationships between electrical and magnetic forces. 
SP6. The student will describe the corrections to Newtonian physics given by quantum mechanics and relativity when matter is very small, moving fast compared to the speed of light, or very large. 
GRADING POLICY: 

Unit Breakdown:

Kinematics (Linear Motion)






20%

Dynamics (Forces)







20%

Conservation of Energy







20%

Waves









10%

Electricity and Magnetism







10%

Final Exam








20%

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOTAL








             100%

FINAL EXAM:

This semester, students in selected courses will take a SLO (Student Learning Objectives) assessment.  Student growth is a component of the Teacher Keys Effectiveness model which is used to evaluate teachers in the state of Georgia.  This test will be given at the beginning of the semester as a baseline measure and again closer to the end of the semester to measure the student’s individual growth.  The score at the end of the semester will be used to calculate part of the final exam grade.  The final exam will count as 20% of the overall grade and will consist of two parts.  75% of the final exam grade will be the Course Common Assessment that will be given during final exam days, and 25% will be the score on the SLO.  Together, these two parts will produce 20% of the overall class grade.

Breakdown per units:

Tests & Quizzes









50%
· Tests

Tests will be given at the end of each unit and are cumulative. Students should try to be at school on test day if possible. If a student is out of class for a school-related issue (standardized testing, field trips, suspension), that student must make up the test the next class day. If a student has an excused absence (such as an illness or a family emergency), tests can be made up within the same number of days the student missed plus one. Excuses MUST be turned in to the Attendance Office within 3 days of the student’s return to school. If a student is caught talking or cheating during a test, he or she will receive no credit for that test.
· Quizzes










  Quizzes will be given frequently. A similar policy regarding absences and cheating in testing is applied to quizzes.  
Labs and Projects








25%

Laboratory experiments will be performed during class. Because science is based on experimentation and discovery of knowledge, we will perform many labs this year. If a formal lab write-up is required, students must follow the Lab Rubric to receive full credit. As lab attendance and participation is an important part of this course, the absence policy for tests and quizzes applies here as well.  

Classwork/Homework








25%
Participation in all class work, from lectures to more student-centered activities, is expected and all work in class is subject to grading. 

GRADING SCALE:

A - 100-90% 

B - 89-80%

C - 79-74%

D - 70-73%

F - 69-Below

SYNERGY ACCESS TO GRADES:  

It is strongly encouraged that you keep your Synergy login information in a safe place and that you have access to the information when needed. Parents should contact the Main Office (770.819.2521) or Mr. John Chandler at ext. 099 in order to obtain their synergy password and access information.
Please note that when you are viewing grades in Synergy that a blank grade column for your child has no effect on their grade. If the space is blank, then your student may not have turned in that assignment due to absence or the teacher may not have entered grades for that assignment at that time. An “X” means that the student is exempt from an assignment at the discretion of the teacher. 
TEXTBOOK/SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: 

Central Texts: Physics: Principles and Problems
MATERIALS NEEDED: 
Loose-leaf paper, composition book, black or blue pen, pencils, and a scientific calculator

CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 

· Respect! Students are expected to respect their fellow students, the equipment, and materials in the room, and the instructor. One person speaks while others listen and hands are raised for recognition.

· Be on time! When the bell rings, students need to be in their seats and working on the warm-up assignment.

· Be organized and prepared! Students will need all supplies outlined on a daily basis.

· No food and drinks are allowed in the room

FINAL EXAM EXEMPTION:

Students with no more than one excused absence may qualify to exempt one of their final exams. Students with a course average of 80 or higher may exempt one final exam of their choice. Students with a course average of 79 or below may request that ten percentage points be added to the final exam grade. Towards the end of the semester, students who qualify may submit an Exam Exemption Form to the classroom teacher of their choice. Teachers must verify that the student qualifies for the exemption.
LATE WORK POLICY: Any late work will receive a highest possible grade of 80% if turned in no later than 2 days after the assignment is due.
ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY: If a student receives and excused absence he or she will be able to make up the work in class that was done for the day. The student has up to the amount of excused absences plus one day to complete any missing work.  After that point the work will be considered late and will be graded as such.
TARDY POLICY:  
To avoid being counted tardy, students must be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.  School policy states that students may receive detention, In-School Suspension, and Out-of-School Suspension for repeated tardies.  
EXTRA HELP: 

Students can come in after school on Tuesday and Thursday from 3:45-5:00.  Mornings by appointment only. Please make sure you sign-up if you are planning on coming to tutoring during any of these time.
CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 

As per the school’s policy, cell phones are not to be used during class time unless directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. Students will receive a discipline referral after one warning to put away any electronic device (unless the device is being used for instruction). Students are allowed to bring certain technologies to class (iPad, laptop, Kindle, etc.), but it should NOT interfere with the teaching or other’s learning. 

GRADE RECOVERY: Students who score 69 or below on any unit assessment are allowed to retake the assessment.  The grade will not exceed a 70 for the unit assessment.  The retake must be completed with-in one week. Please view the teacher’s blog for notification when the assessment will be administered.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cheating is considered a serious matter.  Any student who is involved in cheating/plagiarism will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and his/her parents will be notified. 
For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone's answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work or homework assignments

· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student's paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
